NOTES                                                       9

other stations in this district similarly abandoned. Arbitration boards to
hear and dispose of both original suits and appeals have been formed and
the first sitting of these courts will commence the day after tomorrow
(i.e., Monday, the 8th instant). It is aimed to have all the suits and appeals
now pending in the courts to be withdrawn from the British courts and
referred to the arbitration courts. After regular establishment of parallel
courts and the paralysation of the administration of justice in the British
courts in this district, I have every hope that other districts will soon
follow the example. Our aim is to complete this work in our district and
next proceed to other districts if they do not begin to do it themselves in
the meanwhile.

The merchant community in this district, particularly in this city,
have had a remarkable awakening. On the day of Lokamanya Tilak's1
anniversary almost every one of them wore the new swadeshi clothes and
attended the procession and the meeting. The cloth merchants here are
willing to deal in swadeshi cloth, provided, they are shown a way to dis-
pose of the foreign goods now in stock with them. In the whole of this
district, there is 29 lakhs worth of foreign cloth and yarn. Of this, about
half is got from Indian mills. In this town of Guntur, the merchants have
with them three lakhs worth of foreign cloth and yarn. They are willing
to re-export the stock to any place outside India, and to deal solely in
swadeshi cloth and yarn.

I therefore request you kindly to refer me to some friends in Bombay
who may be willing to inform me as to what the cloth merchants in Bom-
bay propose to do with their, foreign stock, and if there is any way of
helping our merchant friends here to get rid of their stocks without loss
to them by export to places outside India.

I hope that the enthusiasm of the pleaders will prove true and
lasting. This boycott of law-courts even by way of protest will do
good to them and the country. Regarding the difficulty of the
merchants, all I can advise them is that they should themselves
devise a method of sending out the stock through the principal
dealers. I wish, too, that the merchants in Bombay will come to
the assistance of the dealers throughout India and try to re-export
as much stock as is possible. But supposing no arrangement is
arrived at, the dealers in foreign doth and yarn should not
force the sale of thek stock but sell only to customers who insist
on buying foreign cloth. I do not expect that the whole of India
will aU of a sudden understand and accept the duty of renounc-
ing the use of foreign doth. There is still more than a month left

1 Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856-1920); political leader, scholar and writer;
vide also Vol. II, p. 380.